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REMARKS ON USE OF ACCUSATIVE AND LATIVE CASES IN EASTERN MANSI
My aim in this paper is to discuss the main functions of accusative and lative cases in the Middle Konda dialect of Mansi, which belongs to the Eastern dialects. I’ve chosen these two cases as target of my paper, because both accusative and lative appear in transitive constructions and are used for expressing similar semantic functions. So far, there haven’t been comprehensive studies on the usage area of accusative or the distribution of ditransitive structures in Mansi. In contrast to the earlier grammars and other studies, I approach the theme from a functional point of view.
In comparison with other Finno-Ugric languages, Mansi case system is frequently scarce: there are only six cases: nominative, accusative, locative, lative, ablative and instrumental. In other words, there’s for example only one local case paradigm. Accusative has disappeared from the Northern dialects.
Accusative

In the Eastern dialects accusative endings are Sg –mø; Du –iimø, ägmø; Pl –tmø (Kulonen 2007: 45). Accusative is used for marking direct object, but only in a restricted area. Accusative marked direct object can appear either in monotransitive or ditransitive clause. In a ditransitive clause it often represents R-argument, while dative shift is very frequent in Mansi.

Focal or indefinite objects are unmarked. Topical and definite objects are always verb marked, and appearance of zero anaphora (verb agreement alone) is among highly topical objects very frequent: an accusative nominal object constituent is used only when the object needs to be specified or emphasized. Accusative marked object is always accompanied by objective verb conjugation. 
Direct object in monotransitive clause:
tøtø-kar-mø tø äln-iiløm
[that-guy-acc partic kill-Prs-Sg<3Sg]

“I’ll just kill that guy.”
kit pol-säm-mø  juw-töäjøpø-s-öä, äk pol-säm-mø juw-tåt-iitø
[two berry-acc pref-eat- Prs-Du<3Sg one berry-acc
 pref bring-Prs-Sg<3Sg]

“He ate two of the berries and brought the third one home.”
Direct object in ditransitive clause (secondary object):

om loåw-goåm neen jorpøng-øl

[I order-Prs-Du<1Sg you-acc victim-instr] 

“I’ll order you your victims.”
Objects in possessed position can be marked either with possessive suffix alone or with possessive accusative, which is a combination of possessive suffix and accusative case ending.
Possessive suffix:

öäsy-øn tøg wot-ääløn!
 [grandfather-PxSg2sg here call-imp-Sg<2Sg]

“Call your grandfather to come here!”
Possessive accusative:

öäsy-tääm wot-äx° pümt-øs-tø:





[grandfather -AccPossSg3Sg call-inf start-Prs-Sg<3Sg]

”He started calling his grandfather.”

Lative
Mansi lative has also been called dative or even dative-lative, because it covers both the functions of lative and dative. In my paper, I’ll talk about lative.
Lative is a directional case and its case endings are Sg –(ø)n, -ään, -nø; Du -öänø, -öän, -ägøn; Pl-tnø (Kulonen 2007: 45). One of lative’s functions is that of expression of direction, but it’s also used in more dative-like functions: for marking indirect object or agent of a passive clause.

Expression of direction:
øtø mõõ-nø toont loåw-s-øløm, öätøm-ään tøxt-øx° pånst-äx°

[this land-lat in.order.to tell-pret-Sg<1Sg people-PxPl2Sg feed-inf  raise.up-inf]

”I told you to come here to feed and maintain your people.”
Indirect object:

om-nöän pøl eep-øng öänø, eep-øng töäs öät wott-aat
[I-lat steam-adj bowl steam-adj plate ParticNeg put-Prs-3Pl] 

”They don’t give (in sacrifice) any steaming bowl, any steaming plate for me either”
Agent of passive clause:

jäløp-woj-nø pøløtöäl-øwt


[bear-lat frighten-Pass-prs-3Pl]

“They were frightened by the bear.”
Abbreviations: Acc – accusative, AccPoss – Possessive accusative. Adj- adjective, Du – dual, Imp – imperative, Inf – infinitive, Lat- lative, Partic – particle, ParticNeg – negation particle, Pass – passive, Pl- Plural, Pref – prefix, Pret- Preterity, Prs – Pesent time, Px – Possessive suffix, Sg – Singular, 
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